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IAS GENERAL STUDIES MAINS TEST SERIES-2019 
 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:  
 

 

1. Identify the forces that undermined caste system 
under British led reforms and Indian national 
movement. Were they effective in leaving a lasting 
impact? Critically appraise. 

 

2. ‘If not Parliamentary Sovereignty, India had at least 
Parliamentary Supremacy, which has been eclipsed by 
Basic Structure Doctrine’. Comment on the statement. 

 

3. The dome as a component of Islamic architecture reached 
its zenith with construction of Gol Gumbaz. Explain. 

 

4. Why the famines during British-India were called ‘man- 
made famines’ and what policy measures were adopted in 
post-independence period to avert such famines? 
Examine. 

 

 

5. Forest Rights Act 2006 is neither giving primacy to rights of 
tribes nor to conservation of forests but striking a fine 
balance between both. Critically analyse the working of the 
Act and some concerns raised about it. 

 

6. “India’s obsession with an archaic labour policy is keeping 
investors away, hindering employment growth and making 
Indian enterprises uncompetitive”. In light of the statement 
discuss the recently proposed labour codes.
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MODEL ANSWERS: 
 

 

SOLUTION: 
 

 
 

Introduction 

Caste system originated in 
ancient times, but first 
time under British it was 
sought to be reformed. 

This is the essence of this 
question, so this temporal 
dimension is most 
appropriate to be given as 
introduction. 

Marks boosting tips: 
 

1. Larger portion of 
answer should be 
devoted to 1st section 

2. 2nd section should 
include even the 
present scenario 

3. Answer can be 
structured otherwise 
also like: social, 
political, economic 
forces, etc., 

4. Since the question 
wants to make a 
critical appraisal of the 
issue. So, a final view 
should be given after 
appraisal. 

5. The phrase “British led 
reforms” should not be 
interpreted wrongly, it 
does not mean the 
social reforms alone, 
it’s a wide spectrum of 

 
Core body Since question has two 

explicit dimensions: 
British reforms and 
Indian National 
Movement( INM). 
 
So, 1st section of the 
question can be divided 
into two parts: British and 
INM. Under each discuss 
the forces which 
undermined caste system. 
2nd section: Were these 
forces able  to make a 
lasting impact. Discuss 
merits and demerits. 

Question 1: Identify the forces that undermined caste 
system under British led reforms and Indian national 
movement. Were they effective in leaving a lasting 
impact? Critically appraise. 
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  reforms as mentioned 
in the answer.  

Conclusion 

Give a concluding view. 
Whether the forces made 
full or partial or no 
impact. 

 

 

After its origin in ancient India and strengthening in medieval 
India, caste system received a severe blow for first time in 
modern Indian times. It was occasioned by British India and 
later by native Indians themselves as part of INM. 

 

Starting from 17th century legal reforms, caste system was 
condemned and its reformation and sometimes even 
annihilation was attempted by various social movements. 

 

Multifarious forces undermined the caste system in this 
decades long process. They are: 

 

 UNDER BRITISH-INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
Some forces were unleashed by the administrative 
system created by British, 

 Concept of private property introduced by British 
and the provision of free sale of land ended the 
monopoly of upper castes on land which was 
essential for the working of jajmani system. Under 
the Jajmani system the landed upper-castes 
demanded service from lower castes in return for 
goods produced from the land, 

 Modern transport facilities made available by 
British ensured easy mobility of villagers which 
diluted caste system 

 Urbanisation facilitated by British attracted villagers 

who reached cities through modern transport. In cities 
they embraced different livelihoods, breaking the hitherto 
caste-occupation interlinkage under varna system 
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 Descendance of caste-panchayats since judicial 
functions are taken over by the modern courts who 
implement principles of rule of law 

 Idea of equality before law which formed core of 
the judicio-legal system of British administration 
made the caste inequalities meaningless 

 Equality of opportunity in public employment 
was most profound force in diluting caste notions 
since higher administrative posts were not open to 
lower castes historically 

 Secular education, in the sense, the curriculum 
non-religious and also the schools are open to all 
castes. 

 UNDER INM: 

 Moderates were believers of liberalism. Such 
ideological belief made them natural subscribers of 
liberty and equality, hence, they opposed caste 
distinctions 

 Extremists like Bhagat Singh and Ghadar 
revolutionaries openly opposed caste system and 
encouraged caste equality 

 Religious reformers: 
i. Arya Samaj brought SUDDHI MOVEMENT to 

bring back lower caste converts back into 
Hindu-fold and promised them equality 

ii. Singh Sabha movement worked for equality 
between various castes 

 Peasant movements like Eka movement, Namdhari 

movement worked eradication of caste distinctions, 

 Spreading of education among lower castes was 

done for long by Brahmos, Social Conference activists 
and Theosophists, 

 INC in it 1937 provincial rule announced free 

education for all Hariijans, 

 Gandhiji, above all, was so concerned in 

eradicating untouchability. He established All India 
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Harijan Sangh in 1932 and worked for extinction of 
the inhumane practice of untouchability. 

 

EFFECTIVENESS: 
However, British’s desire for economic exploitation of India 
made peasants and landless labourers the major victims who 
were majorly from lower castes. The British in economic 
realm stood with Zamindars which spoilt is quest for social 
reforms in social realm. 

 

Nevertheless, the modern British education and the 
opportunities to dissent against caste system created by INM 
enabled lower castes themselves to protest. This can be seen 
in efforts of Jyotirao Phule and Ambedkar who was radical in 
condemning and damaging caste system. 

 

Hence, the forces generated by British reforms and INM have 
not only begun undermining caste system their legacy 
continues even today in the form of reservations and caste- 
based political parties, which is a sign of empowering lower 
castes, although caste is yet to be annihilated from our social 
set-up! 
Therefore, these forces are partially successful in 
undermining caste system. 

 
 
 
 

 

Question2: ‘If not Parliamentary Sovereignty, India had at 
 least Parliamentary Supremacy, which has been eclipsed  
by Basic Structure Doctrine’. Comment on the statement. 

 

SOLUTION: 
 

 

Introduction 

Define parliamentary 
sovereignty and 
parliamentary supremacy. 

Marks boosting tips: 
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Core body 

To prove how Parliament 
is supreme, its 
comparatively larger and 
supervisory powers can be 
described. 
 
Divide answer as: power 
of parliament above i. 
Executive, ii. Judiciary, 

iii. States. 
 

Now explain which of the 
above powers are eroded 
by BSD. 

1. Without defining the 
two terms a 
meaningful answer 
cannot be written 

2. Though not explicitly 
demanded the various 
ways in which 
parliamentary 
supremacy is in-built 
in our polity should be 
described 

3. The best way to 
address the question is 
to describe how BSD 
has eroded different 
powers of parliament 

4. Examples are 

necessary to get good 

marks 

5. A balanced conclusion 
is by default expected 
in these kinds of 
questions. 

 

Conclusion 
A balanced conclusion can 
be made by explaining 
how BSD not completely 
ended the supremacy. 

Parliamentary sovereignty is a condition under which every 
organ is subordinate to the Parliament and the actions of 
other organs can be altered if they are inconsistent with the 
stand of Parliament. 
In short, a sovereign Parliament can create and end by law, 
which is famously captured in UK as “the British Parliament 
can do anything except declaring a man a woman and 
vice-versa”. 
On the other hand, Parliamentary Supremacy means the 
status of Parliament as a supreme organ in the list of state 
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institutions i.e. Parliament being the highest organ in 
comparison with executive and judiciary. 
Under parliamentary sovereignty other organs are subordinate to 

Parliament, but under parliamentary supremacy other organs are less 
powerful than Parliament. Many provisions which provided for 
parliamentary supremacy in India include: 
 

 Parliament above executive: 

 Parliament can impeach President 

 Parliament can pass no-confidence motion against 
Council of Ministers 

 Parliament determines the salary of members of 
executive 

 Parliament can delegate legislative power to 
executive 

 Parliament ratifies the international treaties 
concluded by executive 

 Parliament approves the various emergencies 
declared by executive 

 Parliament approves ordinances proclaimed by 
executive 
 

 Parliament above judiciary: 

 Parliament impeaches the judges of Supreme Court and 
High Court 

 Parliament determines the salary of judges 

 Parliament can override the judicial pronouncements of 
Court by using its constituent power i.e. power to amend 
Constitution eg. bringing Ninth Schedule to by-pass 
Supreme Court judgement on reservations and land 
reforms 

 Parliament can enlarge the court’s jurisdiction 
 

 Parliament above federal (states) governments and bodies 

 Parliament can legislate on state domain eg. when Rajya 
Sabha passes a resolution for doing so 

 Parliament can create new states 
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 Parliament can save state laws from judicial review 
by placing them in Ninth Schedule 

In this way the Parliament is intended to be a supreme body, 
because it is comparatively given more powers and status. 
However, Basic Structure Doctrine enunciated by judiciary in 
Keshavnanda Bharati Case (1973) has diluted the higher 
dignity and authority enjoyed by Parliament. Some examples 
are: 

 Parliament had unlimited powers to amend the 
Constitution and laws, but BSD limited the power of 
Parliament to amend the constitution if such amendment 
is inconsistent with Basic Structure. Eg: 99th CAA 
establishing NJAC (National Judicial Appointments 
Commission), 

 Parliament power to make laws were almost 
unrestrained. For instance, despite land reform laws 
violated right to private property of Zamindars, the 
Parliament was able to go further by repealing right to 
property, which is not possible nowadays, 

 Constitution envisaged a strong centre and weak states. 
But since federalism is identified as basic structure, the 
court is rigorous enough in protecting the state interests 

 Emergencies, especially President Rule if approved by 
Parliament enjoyed immunity earlier. But even if 
Parliament approves President Rule, courts nowadays 
restore the abolished state governments under the guise 
that democracy is a basic structure of Constitution 

 Above all, the extra-ordinary power of Parliament to save 
laws that are inconsistent with fundamental rights (by 
placing in Ninth Schedule) has been damaged. In the IR 
Coelho case, judiciary said every law placed in 9th

 

schedule after April 24, 1973, needs to be reviewed for 
violation of Basic Structure Doctrine and if they are found 
to be violating, they can be declared null and void. 

Owing to these restrictions created by BSD on Parliament 
there is a considerable dent on Parliamentary Supremacy in 
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India. But we cannot tell BSD has eclipsed or ended 
Parliamentary Supremacy. 
Parliament is even today supreme and it enjoys highest status 
amongst many organs. It has power to rein in the other two 
organs if it thinks they are errant. Example: recently a no- 
confidence motion was passed against government and 
also an impeachment motion was introduced against CJI. 
Overall, basic structure doctrine only ensured unreasonable 
and mala-fide actions of Parliament is curtailed. It does not 
eclipse the supremacy of Parliament and our parliament 
continues to be powerful enough in our Parliamentary 
Democracy. 
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